4th Grade United States Studies

SS040102

Unit 1: Foundations in Social Studies

Lesson 2

Graphic Organizer
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Big Ideas Card
	Big Ideas of Lesson 2, Unit 1

	1. Geography is the study of the Earth and the ways in which people interact with the Earth.
2. Geographers use five themes to organize the kinds of questions they ask. 
3. The five themes are: location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and region.
4. Some examples of questions geographers ask include:  Where is the place located? What is the place like? How do people interact with the environment? How is the place connected with other places? and How might common geographic characteristics help understand this place?




Word Cards

	11
geography

[image: image1.jpg]LOCATION

Where is it?

REGION

How might
common
geographic
characteristics
help understand
this place?

PLACE

What is it
like there?

HUMAN/
ENVIRONMENT
INTERACTION

How do people
interact with the
environment?

MOVEMENT

How is the place
connected to other
places?




the study of the Earth and the way people interact with the Earth

Example:  When you study geography you learn about different places. 
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the five themes of geography

[image: image5.wmf]five big ideas that help people understand geography 

Example:  Location is one of the five themes of geography.
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location

the geographic theme that answers the question “Where is it?”

Example:  Maps can be used to find out the location of a place.
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place

[image: image7.wmf]the geographic theme that answers the question “What is it like there?”

Example:  Geographers use the theme of ‘place’ to describe what an area is like.
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physical 

characteristics
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geographic features that were not made by humans

Example:  Lakes, rivers, and mountains are natural features.
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human characteristics
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geographic features that were made by people

Example:  Roads, bridges, and cities are human features.
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human/environment interaction

[image: image10.wmf]ways in which people use, adapt, or modify with the Earth.
Example:  When people build new roads they are interacting with the Earth.
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movement
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the geographic theme that explains how and why people, goods, and ideas move

Example:  The theme of movement helps us understand how places are connected to other places.
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region

[image: image12.wmf]an area with one or more common features

Example:  The Upper Peninsula can be one region of Michigan.




Questions Geographers Ask
	Theme
	Questions
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Location
	Where is it?

· What is its absolute location?

· What is its relative location?
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Place


	What is it like there?

· What are its natural characteristics?

· What are its human characteristics?



	Human/Environment

Interaction
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	How do people interact with the environment?
· How have people used the environment? 

· How have people adapted to the environment?

· How have people modified or changed the environment?
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Movement
	How is the place connected to other places?

· How and why have people, goods, and ideas moved in and out of the place?
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	How might common geographic characteristics help us understand this place?
· How can the place be divided into regions?
· To what regions does the place belong?


Absolute Location

Overhead #1
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Describing the Relative Location of Michigan

1. ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________

Possible Answers for the T-Chart
	Significant Physical Features of Michigan
	Significant Human Features of Michigan

	· The Great Lakes

· Many inland  lakes

· Rivers including the Grand River, the Escanaba River, the Menominee River, and the Detroit River

· Waterfalls including Tahquamenon Falls

· Peninsulas

· Sand Dunes

· Islands including Beaver Island, Isle Royale, and Mackinac Island

· The Porcupine Mountains

· The Pictured Rocks

· Coastal areas

· A climate with four seasons

· A climate influenced by lake effect

· Vegetation including many different kinds of trees such as white pines and apple trees

· Fertile soil

· Minerals including iron, copper, limestone, and salt

· Many wetlands


	· Bridges including the Mackinac, Bluewater, International, and Ambassador

· The Detroit-Windsor Tunnel

· Roads including  I-75 and I-94

· Cities including Detroit, Marquette, Grand Rapids, Lansing, Traverse City, Sault Ste. Marie

· The Soo Locks
· Buildings including the Capitol, Fort Michilimackinac, the State Historical Museum, Comerica Park, and the Henry Ford Museum,

· Wind Turbines
· Many lighthouses




Human/Environment Interaction
Overhead #2

	
	What it means
	Example

	Using the environment
	People use the natural resources of the environment.
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	People have used trees in Michigan for building houses.



	Adapting to the environment
	People adapt or change in order to fit their environment.
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	Since there are a lot of mosquitoes and other insects in Michigan people use screens in their windows.



	Modifying the environment
	People change the environment in order to make it fit them.
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	People have filled in wetlands in Michigan in order to build houses.




Human/Environment Interaction – Small Group Activity
	Ways people have used the environment of Michigan
	

	Ways people have adapted to the environment of Michigan
	

	Ways people have changed the environment of Michigan
	


Human/Environment Interaction – Small Group Activity

Sample Answers

	Ways people have used the environment of Michigan
	· People have used the fertile soil for farming.
· People have used the Great Lakes for transportation, drinking water, and fishing.
· People have mined copper, iron, and salt

· People have lumbered and used trees for many things.

· People use the winds to generate power.
· People have used lakes and beaches for recreation.

	Ways people have adapted to the environment of Michigan
	· People use furnaces in the winter and air conditioners in the summer.

· There are winter sports like skiing and summer sports like swimming.

· Houses have peaked roofs because of the snowfall.

· People have winter clothes and summer clothes.

	Ways people have changed the environment of Michigan
	· People cut down trees for lumber and to clear land for farming.
· People built many roads, railroads, and cities.
· People filled in wetlands.

· People polluted some lakes and rivers.
· People have dredged the Great Lakes in areas to create harbors and deeper ship channels.




Movement

Overhead #3

	
	To Michigan
	From Michigan

	People
	
	

	Goods
	
	


Movement – Sample Answers

Overhead #3
	
	To Michigan
	From Michigan

	People
	· French explorers came looking for a waterway across North America.

· Settlers came looking for land to farm.

· Immigrants came looking for jobs and a better life.

	· Some people from Michigan moved to other states looking for jobs when times were tough in the automobile industry.

· Some people move to the “Sunbelt” to escape Michigan winters.

	Goods
	· Goods like bananas and other tropical fruits come to Michigan because they can’t grow here.

· Electronics like radios, cameras, and computers come from Japan because Japan specializes in those goods.

· Many toys come from China because they can be produced there cheaply.
	· Fruit such as apples, cherries, and blueberries go to many places from Michigan.

· Cars and car parts are sent all over the world.
· Furniture, cereal, and other goods are produced in Michigan and sent to other places.


Regions to Which Michigan Belongs
Overhead #4
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Michigan and the Five Themes Assessment
	Theme and Question
	Concepts related to the theme
	Michigan Example

	LOCATION:
_________________

_________________

_________________
	Absolute Location
	

	
	Relative Location
	

	PLACE

_________________

_________________

_________________
	Physical

Characteristics
	

	
	Human Characteristics
	

	HUMAN/

ENVIRONMENT

INTERACTION

_________________

_________________

_________________
	Using the Environment
	

	
	Adapting to the Environment
	

	
	Changing the Environment
	


Michigan and the Five Themes Assessment, continued

	Theme and Questions
	Concepts related to the theme
	Michigan Example

	MOVEMENT

_________________

_________________

_________________
	Goods
	

	
	People
	

	REGION

_________________

_________________

_________________

	Ways to divide Michigan into regions
	

	
	Regions that include Michigan 
	


Michigan and the Five Themes Assessment – Sample Answers
	Theme and Questions
	Concepts related to the theme
	Michigan Example

	LOCATION
Where is it?
	Absolute Location
	The 45th Parallel runs through Michigan.

	
	Relative Location
	Michigan is in the northern section of the United States and east of the Mississippi River.

	PLACE
What is it like there?
	Physical

Characteristics
	Michigan many lakes and sand dunes.
Michigan has two peninsulas.

	
	Human Characteristics
	Michigan has many important bridges, large cities, and lighthouses.



	HUMAN/

ENVIRONMENT

INTERACTION

How do people interact with the environment?


	Using the Environment
	People in Michigan have used the fertile soil for farming, trees for lumbering, and minerals like iron for mining.



	
	Adapting to the Environment
	People in Michigan use furnaces in winter and air conditioners and fans in summer.



	
	Changing the Environment
	People have cut down trees, filled in wetlands, and polluted lakes and rivers.



	MOVEMENT

How is it connected to other places?
	Goods
	Michigan imports goods like bananas and exports goods like cherries and cars.



	
	People
	Settlers came in the early 1800s to farm in Michigan.


	REGION
How can the place be divided into regions and to what regions does the place belong?

	Ways to divide Michigan into regions
	The Upper Peninsula and the Lower Peninsula

	
	Regions that include Michigan 
	The Great Lakes Region 

Midwest Region
The United States


How to Remember the Five Themes of Geography

Reference Sheet
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