4th Grade United States Studies

SS040104
Unit 1:  Foundations in Social Studies

Lesson 4

Graphic Organizer

[image: image1.wmf]

Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 4, Unit 1

	1.  Government is a system people use to exercise authority, distribute power, and regulate conduct of people. 

2. Civics is the study of the rights and duties of citizens.

3. Political scientists study government and how people interact with them (civics). 
4. Political scientists ask questions about what governments do, how governments are organized, the values and principles connected to government, and the role of citizens in government.

5. Historians, geographers, economists, and political scientists ask different questions, but all help us learn about human society and the human experience, past and present.



Word Cards

	32
government

[image: image2.wmf]a system people use to exercise authority, distribute power, and regulate conduct of people 

Example:  Cities, states, and countries all have a government.


	33
civics

[image: image3.wmf]the study of the rights and duties of citizens
Example:  When we study about the how people participate in the government of Michigan we are studying civics.
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levels of government
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[image: image6.wmf]federal, state, and local governments

Example:  In our country we have different levels of government.


	35
federal government
[image: image7.wmf]the government of our country
Example:  Our federal government is centered in Washington, D.C. 



	36
state government

[image: image8.wmf]the government of one of the fifty states
Example:  The state government of Michigan is centered in Lansing.
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representative government
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people elect representatives to make laws for them and be their leaders
Example:  Representative government is an important principle on which our federal and state governments are based.
                                                         

	38
branches of government

one of the three different sections of government

Example:  One branch of government makes laws. One branch of government enforces laws. One branch of government decides what the laws mean.


	39
legislative branch

the branch of government that makes laws

Example:  The legislative branch made a law that set a new speed limit.



	40
executive branch

the branch of government that enforces laws

Example:  It was up to the executive branch to enforce the new speed limit.

	41
judicial branch

the branch of government that decides what laws mean

Example:  Courts are part of the judicial branch. Courts decide what happens to people who drive over the speed limit.



	42
core democratic values

things people believe in that bring people together as Americans

Example:  Freedom and fairness are examples of core democratic values. 




Questions Political Scientists Ask

Overhead #1
Why is a government needed?

What does the government do?

How is the government organized?

On what values and principles is the government based?

What role do citizens play in the government?

Michigan Government Graphic Organizer Pieces
Directions: Cut apart the pieces below and create a graphic organizer that shows how our state government is organized. Add arrows to connect the pieces.




Michigan Government Graphic Organizer – Sample Answers

Core Democratic Values Group Activity
	Freedom
	

	Fairness
	

	The Common Good
	

	Equality
	

	Diversity
	

	Patriotism
	


Core Democratic Values Group Activity – Sample Answers

	Freedom
	· The freedom to make choices

· The freedom to believe what you want

· The freedom to have your own ideas 

· The freedom to choose your own friends

	Fairness
	· This is the same as fairness 

· The idea that all people should be treated fairly

·  No person or group should be favored

	The Common Good
	· The good of the whole community

· People working together for the benefit of all



	Equality
	· Equal treatment

· Equal protection under the law

· Equal opportunity



	Diversity
	· Respect for variety in cultural background, race, beliefs, differences, etc.



	Patriotism
	· Devotion to our country and to the values and principles on which it is based.


Assessment
	Social Studies Discipline
	What do they study?
	An example of a question they might ask about Michigan or the United States?

	History and Historians 
	
	

	Geography and Geographers
	
	

	Economics and Economists
	
	

	Civics and Government / Political Scientists
	
	


Assessment – Sample Answers

	Social Studies Discipline
	What do they study?
	An example of a question they might ask about Michigan or the United States?

	History and Historians 
	Historians study people and events in the past.
	Answers might include:

· What happened?

· When did it happen?

· Who was involved? 

· How and why did it happen?


	Geography and Geographers
	Geographers study the Earth and the ways in which people interact with the Earth
	Answers might include:

· Where is it?

· What is it like there?

· How is it connected to other places?

	Economics and Economists
	study of how people use resources to fulfill economic wants
Economists examine the choices people and societies make
	Answers might include:

· What is produced?

· How is it produced?

· How much is produced?

· Who gets what is produced?

· What role does the government play in the economy?


	Civics and Government / Political Scientists
	Political scientists study governments and how people interact with them.
	Answers might include:

· What does government do?

· What are the basic values and principles of American constitutional democracy?

· What is the relationship of the United States to other nations?

· What are the rights and responsibilities of citizens in the United States?
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