4th Grade United States Studies

SS040205
Unit 2: The United States in Spatial Terms


    Lesson 5
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Big Ideas Card
	Big Ideas Lesson 5, Unit 2

	1.  A region is an area with at least one characteristic or feature that sets it apart from other areas. Geographers say that these common characteristics or features help “bind a region together.” 

2. Regions make it easier to study large places like the world, continents, and countries.
3. Regions can be based on many different natural characteristics such as landforms or climate.

4. Regions can also be based on cultural characteristics like the kinds of work people do.




Word Cards 
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Fundamental Themes of Geography – Word Card #1 from Lesson 1
· Landforms – Word Card #12 from Lesson 2

· Physical Characteristics – Word Card #11 From Lesson 2

· Human Characteristics – Word Card #25 from Lesson 3
· Climate – Word Card #29 from Lesson 4

	35
region
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Example:  There are many different ways to divide the United States into regions.

(SS040205)



Questions Geographers Ask

Overhead #1

	Theme
	Questions
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	Where is it?

· What is its absolute location?

· What is its relative location?
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Place


	What is it like there?

· What are its natural characteristics?

· What are its human characteristics?

	Human/Environment

Interaction
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	How do people interact with the environment?

· How have people used the environment? 

· How have people adapted to the environment?

· How have people modified or changed the environment?
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Movement
	How is the place connected to other places?

· How and why have people, goods, and ideas moved in and out of the place?
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Regions
	How might common geographic characteristics help us understand this place?
· How can the place be divided into regions?

· To what regions does the place belong?



Landform Regions of the United States

Overhead #2
Atlantic Coastal Plain: A large, fertile plain that runs along the Atlantic Coast and the Gulf of Mexico. It extends into part of Texas.

Appalachian Mountains: A region of tree-covered mountains that runs several hundreds miles inland, from New England in the northeast to Alabama in the south.

Interior Plains:  This region is made up of two plains areas. The Central Plains in the eastern part is mostly flat with some rolling hills and good farm land. In the western part, the Great Plains is a much flatter area that rises to meet the base of the Rocky Mountains.

Rocky Mountains: This mountainous area covers much of the western United States.

Intermountain Region: This region lies between the Rocky Mountains and mountains farther west. Part of this region is the Great Basin. This region also has many plateaus and canyons.

Pacific Mountains and Valleys Region: This region is made up of separate mountain ranges and a series of valleys that lie between those ranges.

Climate Regions of the United States
Overhead #3
	Climate Region
	Characteristics
	Where found

	Tropical Wet
	Hot and rainy all year
	Hawaii

	Tropical wet and dry
	Hot; rainy and dry seasons
	Tip of Florida near Miami

	Desert
	Dry, either hot or cold
	Southwestern part of the U.S. 

	Semiarid
	Short rainy season
	Much of the western part of the U.S.

	Mediterranean
	Hot dry summer, mild rainy winter
	Much of California

	Humid Subtropical
	Hot rainy summer, mild rainy winter
	Southeast quarter of the U.S.

	Marine
	Cool and wet
	Along Pacific coast in Washington, Oregon and northern California

	Continental
	Hot summer, cold winter
	Northeast quarter of the U.S.

	Subpolar
	Short cool summer, long cold winter
	Southern Alaska

	Polar
	Cold all year
	Northern Alaska

	Highland
	Climate varies with elevation
	Mountain areas in the western part of the U.S.


Dividing the United States into Regions
	Describe the regions.

	

	Why did you divide it this way?

	

	Describe the regions.

	

	Why did you divide it this way?
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Five Regions of the U.S.

Overhead #4
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Eight Regions of the U.S.

Overhead #5
	Region
	States

	New England
	Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont

	Middle Atlantic
	Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania

	Southeast
	Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia

	Great Lakes States
	Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin

	Plains States
	Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota

	Southwest
	Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas

	Pacific States
	Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, Washington

	Mountain States
	Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming


Different Ways to Divide the U.S. into Regions  

Overhead #6


Different Ways to Divide the U.S. into Regions  

Overhead #7
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 Different Ways to Divide the U.S. into Regions  

Overhead #8



Mystery Regions of the United States
	What would be a good label for this region?
	

	What makes this a region?
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	What would be a good label for this region?
	

	What makes this a region?
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	What would be a good label for this region?
	

	What makes this a region?
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	What would be a good label for this region?
	

	What makes this a region?
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	What would be a good label for this region?
	

	What makes this a region?
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	What would be a good label for this region?
	

	What makes this a region?


	


[image: image7.png]



Source: Regions Maps. 8 October 2008 <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regions_of_the_U.S.#The_Belts>.
Mystery Regions of the United States – Answer Sheet
	
	The Rust Belt
	· An area of heavy manufacturing 

· The term “rust belt” came from the collapse of the steel industry and the decline of other kinds of heavy manufacturing

	
	The Sun Belt
	· An area stretching across the South and Southwest where it is sunny and warm

· This region has had lots of recent population growth

	
	The Snow Belt
	· A region “downwind” of the Great Lakes where there is heavy snowfall

	
	The Corn Belt
	· A region of the Middle West where corn is the main cash crop

	
	The Four Corners
	· A region made up of southwest Colorado, northwest New Mexico, northeast Arizona and southeast Utah
· This is an area where these four states touch – the only place in the U.S. that is on the borders of as many as four states.

	

	The Deep South
	· A sub-region of the South – separate from the “Upper South” –also called the Lower South or the Cotton States.
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Other Regions


 Time Zones


 Census Districts


 Federal Reserve Bank Districts


 Federal Judicial Districts





Unique Regions


 Rust Belt


 Sun Belt


 Deep South


 The Four Corners





Five Regions


 Northeast


 Southeast


 Middle West


 Southwest


 West





Eight Regions


New England


Middle Atlantic


Southeast


Great Lakes States


Plains States


Southwest


Pacific State


Mountain States





Climates


 Tropical


 Desert


 Marine


 Continental


 Polar 


 Highland
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Landforms


Atlantic Coastal Plain


Appalachian Mts.


Interior Plains


Rocky Mts.


Intermountain Region
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Digital Petroleum Atlas Map
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