4th Grade United States Studies

SS040303
Unit 3:  Human Geography in the United States

Lesson 3

Graphic Organizer
[image: image2.emf]


Big Ideas Card 
	Big Ideas of Lesson 3, Unit 3

	1. Both geographers and historians have studied how and why people have immigrated to the United States.
2. Push factors such as a lack of freedom, a shortage of jobs, war, famine, or high cost of living caused people to leave their home countries. 
3. Pull factors such as economic opportunities, freedom, family, or culture of the region encouraged people to immigrate to the United States.
4. Not everybody freely chose to immigrate to the United States. Under the system of slavery, Africans were forced to immigrate. 


Word Cards 
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Movement – Word Card #2 from Lesson 1
· Push Factors – Word Card #5 from Lesson 2
· Pull Factors – World Card #6 from Lesson 2
· Slavery – Word Card #7 from Lesson 2
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9
immigrate

to move to a new country
Example:  Many people immigrated to the United States hoping to for a better life.

(SS040303)



Home Letter

Dear Parents/Guardians,

    In social studies we are studying immigration to the United States. Please share information regarding your own family members who immigrated to our country by completing the chart below.
	Family Member
	Year they immigrated
	From what country
	Why did they immigrate?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Moving to Michigan

Informational Article


The population of Michigan is made up of people from many different places. They migrated to Michigan for a variety of reasons and helped Michigan grow and develop.

The French came first in the late 1600s to work in the fur trade. There were not a lot of French people but they did start many early Michigan towns. Later in the middle 1800s, French people came from Canada to work in the lumbering business. Many settled in lumbering towns like Saginaw and Bay City.

People of African descent have lived in Michigan from the time of the fur trade. Between 1840 and 1860, many escaped slaves came to Michigan looking for freedom. During the early 1900s, many African Americans left southern states hoping to find jobs and a better life in northern states like Michigan. Many settled in cities like Detroit where they hoped to get jobs in factories. In the late 1900s, Africans from countries such as Nigeria, Ghana, and Ethiopia came to Michigan. Many settled in the metropolitan Detroit area.


Germans began to come to Michigan around 1830. Many left Germany because of shortages of food caused by crop failures. There were also political, or governmental, problems in Germany. They settled first around Ann Arbor and the Saginaw River Valley. They started towns such as Frankenmuth.


British people came to Michigan after the French. In the 1830s many people of British descent moved from the New England area to Michigan. They settled in many areas of the Lower Peninsula. Many became farmers. In the 1850s, people from the Cornwall area of Britain came to work in Michigan mines.


In Ireland in the 1840s there was a famine, which meant there was a serious shortage of food. This was caused when the potato crop failed. Many Irish people left Ireland at this time and came to states like Michigan. Here they settled in Detroit and in an area of southeastern Michigan along U.S. 12, which became known as the Irish Hills.


Food shortages were also a problem in Poland in the 1860s. Just after the Civil War, Poles began to come to Michigan looking for better jobs and farmland. They started towns like Posen in the northeastern part of the Lower Peninsula. Later many Poles moved to the Detroit area to work in car factories. 


In the 1840s, the Dutch government took control of the churches in Holland. This caused many Dutch people to leave their country in search of religious freedom. Many came to Michigan and settled in the western part of our state in cities like Grand Rapids. They also started a town called Holland.


After the Civil War, Swedish people settled in the Upper Peninsula to work in mines and lumber camps. They felt the Upper Peninsula was a lot like their native Sweden. They lived in towns like Iron Mountain and Iron River.



Finnish people and Italians also came to Michigan beginning in the 1860s. They came mainly to work in mines. Later people from both these groups settled in the Detroit area to work in factories.


Hispanic people came to Michigan in the 1900s. They were mainly from Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Cuba. In the beginning, many helped pick Michigan crops. Later they settled in cities like Detroit, Pontiac, Dearborn, and Allen Park. Many Hispanic people worked in factories.


Chinese people began to settle in Detroit in the 1870s. They settled an area called “Chinatown” located near Third and Michigan streets. Many had left the western part of the United States because of anti-Chinese feelings there. There was little Chinese immigration after this until the late 1990s.


After World War II, many Japanese came to settle in Michigan mainly in the metropolitan Detroit area. There was another wave of Japanese immigration in the 1980s. During this time, many Japanese settled in Oakland County. Many were worked for Japanese car part companies.


Michigan has more people of Arab descent than most other states. They have come to Michigan mainly from the countries of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. People came for a variety of reasons including conflict in southwestern Asia. Most Arabic people live in cities near Detroit such as Dearborn and Southfield. Many Arabic people are Muslims and follow the religion of Islam. Others, like Chaldeans, who come from Iraq, are Christians. Most Arab immigration was in the later part of the 1900s.


A few Jewish people came to Michigan as early as the times of the fur trade. Many came between 1880 and 1914. In the late 1900s Russian Jews immigrated to the Detroit area to escape discrimination in their homeland. 


Now, in the 21st Century, people continue to immigrate to Michigan. Recent immigrants include the Hmong and Vietnamese from Southeast Asia and people from Central American countries like Guatemala. 

Moving to Michigan Chart

Directions:   Read the informational article. Choose 6 of the groups mentioned in the article and summarize what you learned about these groups by completing the chart below.
	Who?
	When?
	Why?
	Where did they settle?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Moving to Michigan Chart

Possible Answers

	Who?
	When?
	Why?
	Where did they settle?

	French
	1600s

mid 1800s
	To work in fur trade and lumbering
	Saginaw

Bay City

	People of African descent
	1840s

1900s
	Looking for freedom

Looking for a better life
	Metro Detroit area

Michigan cities

	Germans
	1830s
	Food and government problems in Germany
	Ann Arbor

Saginaw River Valley

	British
	1600s

1800s
	Fur trade

Farming

Mining
	Many areas of Michigan including the UP

	Irish
	1840s
	There was a famine in Ireland
	Detroit 

Irish Hills

	Poles
	After the Civil War
	For better jobs and farmland
	Towns like Posen

Detroit

	Dutch
	1840s
	Looking for religious freedom
	Western part of the state in cities like Grand Rapids

	Swedish
	After the Civil War
	To work in mines and lumber camps
	The Upper Peninsula

	Finnish
	1860s
	To work in mines and later factories
	UP

Detroit

	Italians
	1860s
	To work in mines and later factories
	UP

Detroit

	Hispanic people from places like Mexico and Cuba
	1900s
	To pick crops

To work in factories
	Detroit

Pontiac

	Chinese
	1870s

1990s
	Because of anti-Chinese feelings in the western part of the U.S.
	Detroit

	Japanese
	1950s

1990s
	They came after WW II
They came to work in car part companies
	Oakland County

	Arabs
	Later part of 1900s
	Many reasons including conflict where they lived
	Dearborn

Southfield

	Jewish people including Russian Jews
	1900s
	Many came to escape discrimination
	Metro Detroit area


Push and Pull Factors

Assessment 
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Push and Pull Factors

Possible Answers

Factors that PULLED people to Michigan

· Good farmland

· Mining jobs

· Lumbering jobs

· Jobs in factories

· Cities where there were already immigrants from a certain country

Factors that PUSHED people out of their home countries

· Famine
· Political problems
· Lack of religious freedom
· Discrimination 
· Conflict in home countries
· Hard times in home countries
Immigration Data
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Analyzing Photographs
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What Would You Pack?

Activity Sheet
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	Imagine you are going to immigrate to a new country. You can only take one trunk with you. List the things you would take in your trunk.




What Did People Bring With Them?

Overhead #3

I welcomed Florio Vincenzo when he came over to become one of us. Florio is fourteen. He came from Palermo. He traveled light. When he opened his cheap paper valise, it was apparently empty, except for a pair of discredited and disreputable old shoes. Florio bowed, cap in hand, and his white teeth flashed as he smiled. There was an odor that an old inspector knew. He picked up one of the shoes and extracted from it, after some manipulation, a creased and crumpled hunk of Bologna sausage. The other shoe was stuffed with a soft, sticky and aggressively fragrant mass of Italian cheese. These articles and a sum of Italian money equivalent to about $1.80. The clothes he stood in, formed the basis on which Florio expected to rear his fortune.
Pietro Viarilli was gray-haired and round-shouldered. He, too, had come make his fortune. His belongings consisted of one padlocked canvas case lined with paper. It contained two striped cotton shirts, one neckerchief of yellow silk, one black hat (soiled and worn), one waistcoat, two pairs of woolen hose, one suit of underwear, one pint of olive oil and about half a peck of hard bread biscuits. 

Source:  Americans in the Raw. Ohio State eHistory. 14 November 2008 <http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/Immigration/AmericansinRaw.cfm>.

Immigrant Artifacts
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Immigrant Artifact Analysis Chart

	Object
	What is it?
	Why do you think an immigrant would bring it with them to the United States?

	#1
	
	

	#2
	
	

	#3
	
	

	#4
	
	


Image #1
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Image #2
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Immigration 1840 – 1860
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Factors that PUSHED people out of their home countries






































Factors that PULLED people to the United States




















Source:  Americans in theRaw. Ohio State University Humanities Department. 13 November 2005 <� HYPERLINK "http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/Immigration/AmericansinRaw.cfm" ��http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/Immigration/AmericansinRaw.cfm�>.
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