4th Grade United States Studies

SS040304
Unit 3:  Human Geography in the United States

Lesson 4

Graphic Organizer
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Big Ideas Card 
	Big Ideas of Lesson 4, Unit 3

	1. Culture is the way of life of group of people. Immigrants brought their culture with them when they immigrated to the United States. This included traditions, foods, stories, languages, music, values and beliefs.
2. Different ethnic groups settled in different regions. For example, many Mexicans settled in the southwest region of the U.S and many Chinese settled along the west coast.
3. The cultural influences of these various ethnic groups are evident in these regions.
4. Immigration has resulted in significant cultural diversity in the United States.



Word Cards 
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Movement – Word Card #2 from Lesson 1
· Immigrate – Word Card #9 from Lesson 3
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region

an area with one or more common characteristics or features

Example:  There are many different ways to divide the United States into regions.

(SS040304)


	11
culture

the way of life of a group of people

Example:  When people immigrated to the United States they brought their cultural traditions with them.
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	12 
core democratic values

[image: image11.wmf]beliefs and ideas that we share as Americans

Example:  Justice, freedom and diversity are core democratic values.
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diversity 
a core democratic value that means we value differences in people

Example:  Diversity in Michigan has helped make it a very special place.
(SS040304)




MAP #1
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Source: American Ethnic Geography. 14 November 2008 <http://www.valpo.edu/geomet/geo/courses/geo200/usa_maps.html>.
Finnish Influences in Michigan: Visuals
[image: image2.jpg]



Annual Finnish Music Festival, Covington, Michigan

Source: Annual Finnish Music Festival. 14 November 2008 <http://www.playdembones.com/workshops.htm>.
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Old Main in Hancock, the first permanent building of the country’s only Finnish college, Finlandia University. It was founded in 1896 as Suomi College.
Source: Finlandia University. 14 November 2008 <http://hunts-upguide.com/hancock_finlandia_university_finnish_american_heritage_center.html>.
Finnish Influences in Michigan: Text

There are still active Finnish-speaking communities in many areas of the Upper Peninsula today. Some aspects of Finnish culture, such as the sauna and the concept of sisu, have been adopted generally by residents of the Upper Peninsula. Sisu is a Finnish term meaning strength of will, determination, perseverance, acting rationally in the face of adversity. 
The Upper Peninsula has a distinctive local cuisine. The pasty, a kind of meat turnover originally brought to the region by Cornish miners, is extremely popular among locals and tourists alike. Finnish immigrants contributed nisu (a cardamom-flavored sweet bread) and korpu (rock-hard slices of toasted cinnamon-bread, traditionally dipped in coffee).
People of Finnish ancestry make up 16% of the Upper Peninsula's population, the highest concentration of Finns outside Europe. In addition, the Upper Peninsula of Michigan has the only Finnish-language television broadcast outside of Finland.
Source: UP Information. 14 November 2008 <http://www.mgh.org/uphec/up_info.html>.
Heikki Lunta, the Finnish snow god, has used his mystical powers to create abundant snow for our region of Lake Gogebic.  Heikki Luntta at times teases us with just sprinkling, but later surprises us with what we've come to expect. Deep snow! In the long run, Heikki rarely disappoints us; the last time we had less than 100 inches of snow was in 1958! “

Heikki Lunta appears in different attire each year depending on his mood. In years past he has appeared in a mixture of animal skins or in a flannel shirt and a pair of swampers, looks a bit like a Northwoods Santa.  

There's even a Heikki Lunta dance and a song made to go with the crazy dance. It is believed that the "Heikki Lunta Snow Song" when played always brings snow wherever it is played.
Source: Lake Gogebic Area. 14 November 2008 http://www.lakegogebicarea.com/lakegogebicsnowmobile.htm.
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Map #4

Map #5
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Map #6
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Map #7
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Map Analysis Chart
	MAP
	What can you conclude about cultural influences based on this map?

	#2
	

	#3
	

	#4
	

	#5
	

	#6
	

	#7
	


Map Analysis Chart – Sample Answers

	MAP
	What can you conclude about cultural influences based on this map?

	#2
	There is a high concentration of Cubans in Florida and the region around New York City.

	#3
	Most Chinese are located in California and in the state of Washington especially around Seattle.

	#4
	Many Italians are located in the Northeast region of the U.S. including the states of New York and Pennsylvania. Also, there is a concentration of Italians in northern California.

	#5
	There is a concentration of Arabs in Metropolitan Detroit and also in southern California.

	#6
	There is a high concentration of Mexicans in the southwest region of the U.S. and also in the state of Washington.

	#7
	Many Polish people are found in New York and Pennsylvania as well as in the northern Midwest states such as Michigan.




























































































New cultural traditions brought by immigrants become part of the rich cultural diversity of the United States.





Immigrants settle in different regions of the United States.





Immigrants take many of their cultural traditions with them.

















Push and pull factors cause many people to      immigrate to the United States.
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