4th Grade United States Studies

SS040305
Unit 3:  Human Geography in the United States

Lesson 5

Graphic Organizer
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Big Ideas Card 
	Big Ideas of Lesson 5, Unit 3

	1. The geography of a place influences the culture (how people live) there. 
2. People have adapted to different environments of the United States. As a result, cultural characteristics such as housing styles, recreational activities, and land use varies in different regions.

3. History is often the story of how people have adapted to their environment.



Word Cards 
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Human/Environment Interaction – Word Card #3 from Lesson 1
· Culture – Word Card #11 from Lesson 4
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adapting to the natural environment

when people make changes in order to fit their environment

Example:  People in Michigan wear warm coats, hats and mittens to fit the environment in winter.

(SS040305)


Houses in the United States
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Land Use in the United States
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Adapting to a New Environment
	Who?
	Change in Environment
	Possible Challenge

	Orphans from big cities like New York going west on Orphan Trains
	From big cities in the East to small towns in the Midwest
	

	Escaped slaves
	From the South to the North and places like Canada
	

	African Americans
	From rural areas of the South to big cities of the North
	

	Potawatomi Native Americans who were relocated
	From Michigan to states like Kansas and Oklahoma
	

	Africans forced to come to the Americas
	From one continent to another
	

	European immigrants
	From one country to another
	


Adapting to a New Environment – Sample Answers

	Who?
	Change in Environment
	Possible Challenge

	Orphans from big cities like New York going west on Orphan Trains
	From big cities in the East to rural areas in the Midwest
	People were more spread out in rural areas than big cities so there were fewer people living nearby.

	Escaped slaves
	From the South to the North and places like Canada
	The North was much colder than the South.

	African Americans
	From rural areas of the South to big cities of the North
	Big cities were crowded and there were few trees, etc.

	Potawatomi Native Americans who were relocated
	From Michigan to states like Kansas and Oklahoma
	These new states had unfamiliar landforms, climate, and plants.

	Africans forced to come to the Americas
	From one continent to another
	Most parts of West Africa were very different from the United States.

	European immigrants
	From one country to another
	The United States might have been very different in terms of geography.


Photographs from the Great Plains
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Sod House Photos. 17 November 2008 <http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ngp:@FILREQ(@field(SUBJ+@BAND(sod+buildings))+@FIELD(COLLID+ndfa)>. (search “sod buildings” and “sod school”)
Mystery Source
Bachelors Hall Neb' Fillmore Co 
Apr' 13th 1873

Dear Wife and Baby

…Nebraska does a heap of blowing and since it is so dry there is lots of dust flying. yesterday and today have been terrible windy it nearly blew me off the walls of my house yesterday when I would be carrying a sod on the wall a gust of wind would come and blow my hat over my eyes and nearly capsize me my sods for my wall were pretty heavy they were from 2 1/2 to 4 ft long 4 in thick and from 10 to 12 in wide. the whole furrow as longh as I plowed it all hung together unbroken so you see we have some pretty tough sod here. don’t know how I’m goin get things planted
perhaps you can’t read this my arms are so numb & tired handling heavy Sod that it is hard work for me to write

from your loving Husband

Uriah Oblinger

Source: Prairie Settlement. 17 November 2008 <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ps:@field(DOCID+l104)>.
Adapting to Life on the Great Plains
	Problem
	Adaptation
	Illustration

	It was hard to cut through the tough sod of the plains in order to plant crops. 
	New machinery was invented like John Deere’s sodbuster, a new kind of plow.
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	There was a lack of water. 
	Windmills were used to pump water from the ground.
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	Irrigation of crops was not possible because there were few rivers or lakes. 
	Farmers invented “dry farming”.  This was a special kind of farming that helped keep moisture in the soil.
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	A lot of crops like corn didn’t grow well because the climate was too harsh.
	A special kind of wheat was introduced by Russian immigrants. This grew well in the Plains.
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	Wood was scarce and expensive so there was no way to fence off areas to protect crops and cattle.
	Barbed wire was invented. This was a cheap way to fence in an area.
	


Investigation

Directions: Choose one of the following questions to investigate with a partner. Then, fill in the chart describing what you learned.
· How have people adapted to life in California in an earthquake zone?

· How have people adapted to life in a region where there are hurricanes?

· How have people adapted in the southwest to life in a dry region?

· How have people adapted to a rainy climate in the Pacific Northwest?

· How have people adapted to flooding along the Mississippi River?

· How have people adapted in areas of heavy snow?

	Problem
	

	Adaptation
	

	Illustration
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