4th Grade United States Studies

SS040605
Unit 6:  Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship
Lesson 5

Graphic Organizer


Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 5, Unit 6

	1. Citizens have to work together to resolve public issues.

2. Often there are alternative resolutions to public issues.

3. Citizens have to analyze data and other sources of information in order to evaluate alternative resolutions.

4. Often the resolution of a public issue requires legislation or other governmental action.


Word Cards 

Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Public Issue – Word Card #20 from Lesson 3
· Informed Decision – Word Card #26 from Lesson 4
What is the Issue?
Effective - January 29, 2009
Name of Product: Construction Play Sets
Units: About 3,000
Manufacturer/Distributor: DDI Inc., of Dubuque, Iowa
Hazard: Surface paint on the recalled play sets can contain lead, violating the federal lead paint standard.
Description: This lead recall involves the 136-piece Mega Construction Play Set (item# 911346) and includes various construction equipment, vehicles, buildings and roads. The play sets are packaged in a black and yellow box with the word “Builder” printed in the upper left hand corner of the package.
Sold at: Home centers, hardware stores and farm stores nationwide from October 2008 through December 2008 for about $20.
Manufactured in: China
Effective - January 27, 2009
Name of Product: High School Musical Manicure Kits
Units: About 15,000
Importer: Fantas-Eyes Inc., of New York, N.Y.
Hazard: The lettering “HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL” with glitter on the pouch used with the manicure kit contains excess levels of lead. Lead can be toxic if ingested by young children and cause adverse health effects.
Description: This lead recall involves the pouch that contains the “High School Musical” manicure kit. The 7-1/2 inch by 4-3/4 inch plastic see-through pouch has a pink zipper with “High School Musical” printed in yellow gold with glitter and “Sharpay” printed in dark red on one side.
Sold by: LTD Commodities and ABC distributing catalogs and Web Sites and on www.lakeside.com from September 2008 to November 2008 for about $11.
Manufactured in: China
Lead toy Recalls. 5 March 2009 <http://www.leadtoyrecalls.com/>. 
Gathering Data

	Toy
	Importer
	Place of Manufacture
	Date
	Other information

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Newspaper Article #1
SHANGHAI, Sept. 7, 2007 — When Mattel, the world’s largest toy maker, announced its third recall in six weeks this month, the company asked consumers to return toys because they contained dangerously high levels of lead paint.

Toxic paint also turned up in several other products Mattel recalled in recent weeks, and in about 16 other recalls this year, including the popular Thomas & Friends train sets, according to the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission.

All the products were made in China.

Why is lead paint — or lead, for that matter — turning up in so many recalls involving Chinese-made goods?

The simplest answer, experts and toy companies in China say, is price. Paint with higher levels of lead often sells for a third of the cost of paint with low levels. So Chinese factory owners, trying to eke out profits in an intensely competitive and poorly regulated market, sometimes cut corners and use the cheaper leaded paint.

On the books, China’s paint standards are stricter than those in the United States, requiring that paint intended for household or consumer-product use contain no more than 90 parts of lead per million. By comparison, American regulations allow up to 600 parts per million.

The regulations are supposed to safeguard health, particularly in cases involving children, where ingesting excessive amounts of lead has been linked to disorders including mental retardation and behavioral problems. 

But enforcement of the regulations in China is lax.

Lead in Toys. New York Times. 5 March 2009 <http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/11/business/worldbusiness/11lead.html>.
What can be done about the problem of lead paint in toys?
Evaluating Solutions
	Solution
	Strengths
	Weaknesses
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Legislation or other government action might be needed.

















Citizens need to evaluate alternative resolutions.














Citizens need to work together.








Citizens have to analyze information about a public issue.
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