4th Grade United States Studies

SS040406
Unit 4:  Exploring Economics

Lesson 6
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 6, Unit 4

	· People usually specialize in a job a skill they are good at or like to do.
· When people specialize they cannot produce everything they want or need. 
· Specialization leads to interdependence and trade. Because people cannot produce all the good or services they consume, they need to trade with others to fulfill their needs and wants.  

· When individuals, regions, or countries specialize, they must trade with others for what they do not produce. 

· When the production of a good or service is broken down into different steps with different workers performing each step, it is called division of labor. 

· Specialization and division of labor usually increases the productivity of workers and businesses.




Word Cards
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Human  Resources –  Word Card #4 from Lesson 1
· Natural Resources – Word Card #5  from Lesson 1

· Capital Resources – Word Card #6 from Lesson 1

	25
specialization

when individuals, regions, and countries produce certain kinds of goods or services
Example:  Specialization results in people producing fewer goods and services than they consume. 
(SS040406)

	26
division of labor

[image: image6.wmf]when the production of a good is broken down into many small jobs, each done by different workers
Example:  Assembly lines are examples of a division of labor.
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productivity

the amount of goods and services produced
Example:  Specialization and division of labor usually result in an increase in productivity.
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Early Automobile Timeline
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Photographs #1 and #2
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Photographs #3
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Source:  First Ford Assembly Line 1913. 23 April 2009 <http://www.aeragon.com/02/02-04.html>
The Automobile Assembly Line Today
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Source:  Ford Assembly Line. 23 April 2009 <http://image.motortrend.com/f/auto-news/ford-offers-hourly-employees-another-round-of-buyouts/10269871+cr1+re0+ar1/ford-assembly-line.jpg>.
Assembly Line Simulation
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INCREASED


PRODUCTIVITY





Henry Ford perfects the assembly line by adding a conveyor belt.





General Motors centered its truck operations in Pontiac.





Henry Ford began making cars in his new Highland Park factory.





William Durant started General Motors by buying Buick, Olds, Cadillac, and Oakland car companies.





Henry Ford introduced the Model T.





Olds Motor Works becomes the leading automobile company in the world.





Henry Ford begins Ford Motors in a converted wagon shop.








Division of Labor





R. Olds founds Olds Motor Works in Detroit in a factory near the Belle Isle Bridge.





A few months after King, Henry Ford drives his car, the “Quadricycle,” in Detroit. 





Charles King is the first to drive an automobile in Detroit. He built it himself.
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