4th Grade United States Studies

SS040409
Unit 4:  Exploring Economics

Lesson 9
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 9, Unit 4

	· Governments provide certain kinds of goods and services in a market economy. These are called public goods and services.
· Public goods and services are goods and services that private businesses are either unwilling or unable to produce.

· Governments pay for the goods and services they provide by collecting taxes.

· Providing public goods and services helps government carry out its major purposes such as providing safety, providing security, and promoting the common good.




Word Cards
Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Market Economy –  Word Card #10 from Lesson 2
	33
public goods and services

[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]goods and services that are produced by a government
Example:  Repairing roads and building schools are examples of public goods and services.
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private goods and services

[image: image6.wmf]goods and services that are produced privately and sold to consumers
Example:  Private goods include groceries, cars, computers and cell phones.
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taxes

what people pay to a government in exchange for public goods and services

Example:  People pay taxes to a government. Then, the government uses the tax money to provide public goods and services like bridges and parks.
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Comparing Two Lighthouses
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Big Bay Point Lighthouse Bed and Breakfast Inn 
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Fort Gratiot Lighthouse, Port Huron – operated and maintained by the U.S. Coast Guard 
Investigating Public Goods and Services 

Provided by the Federal Government

	Federal Agency or Department
	Public Good or Service Provided

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Federal Agencies
	Agency
	Mission 

	U.S. Army Corps of Engineers'
	To provide vital public engineering services in peace and war to strengthen our Nation’s security, energize the economy, and reduce risks from disasters. 

	Consumer Product Safety Commission
	To protect the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from thousands of types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. 

	U.S Customs and Border Protection
	The priority mission of the CBP is to keep terrorists and their weapons out of the U.S. It also has a responsibility for securing and facilitating trade and travel while enforcing hundreds of U.S. regulations, including immigration and drug laws.

	Environmental Protection Agency
	The mission of the Environmental Protection Agency is to protect human health and the environment. Since 1970, EPA has been working for a cleaner, healthier environment for the American people.

	Federal Bureau of Investigation
	To protect and defend the United States against terrorist and foreign intelligence threats and to enforce the criminal laws of the United States.

	Food Safety and Inspection Service
	The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) is the public health agency in the U.S. Department of Agriculture responsible for ensuring that the nation's commercial supply of meat, poultry, and egg products is safe, wholesome, and correctly labeled and packaged.

	U.S. Forest Service
	The mission of the USDA Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations.

	Housing and Urban Development
	HUD's mission is to increase homeownership, support community development and increase access to affordable housing free from discrimination. 

	Library of Congress
	The Library's mission is to make its resources available and useful to the Congress and the American people and to sustain and preserve a universal collection of knowledge and creativity for future generations.

	National Institutes of Health


	NIH is the steward of medical and behavioral research for the Nation. Its mission is science in pursuit of fundamental knowledge about the nature and behavior of living systems and the application of that knowledge to extend healthy life and reduce the burdens of illness and disability.

	National Park Service


	The National Park Service preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the national park system for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations. The Park Service cooperates with partners to extend the benefits of natural and cultural resource conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world.

	National Weather Service
	The National Weather Service (NWS) provides weather, hydrologic, and climate forecasts and warnings for the United States, its territories, adjacent waters and ocean areas, for the protection of life and property and the enhancement of the national economy. 
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The federal government collects taxes
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