4th Grade United States Studies

SS040503
Unit 5:  Our Federal Government

Lesson 3
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 3, Unit 5

	· In the United States, the government is based on the idea of popular sovereignty which means that the ultimate power belongs to the people in our government. 

· The people agreed to delegate some of their power to the federal government and expressed this in the Constitution.

· All other powers not given to the federal government in the Constitution are reserved to the states or the people. 

· In a few cases, certain powers like making laws and collecting taxes are shared by both federal and state governments.

· The system of delegating, reserving, and sharing of power explained in the Constitution serves to limit the power of government.



Word Cards 

Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Government – Word Card #1 from Lesson 1

· Federal Government – Word Card #2 from Lesson 1

· Constitution – Word Card #3 from Lesson 1
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levels of government

federal, state, and local 

governments

Example:  In our country we have three levels of government.
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shared powers


powers granted to both the 

federal and state governments

Example:  The power to collect taxes is a shared power.
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reserved powers

powers not given to the federal government
Example:  The power to create schools is an example of a reserved power. 

	18
delegated powers

powers people give to the federal government by the Constitution
Example:  The power to print money is a delegated power.




Small Group Discussion Questions for Step 1

1. What are the three different levels of government found in our country?
2. Why do we need all three levels?
3. How is our local government organized?

4. What are some of the important functions of our local government?

5. How is our state government organized?

6. What are some of the important functions of our state government?

7. What have you learned so far about our national, or federal, government?

How Does Government Affect Me?

Internet Activity

Website:  http://pbskids.org/democracy/govandme/
	
	Local
	State
	Federal

	School
	
	
	

	Transportation
	
	
	

	Libraries
	
	
	

	Police
	
	
	

	Parks
	
	
	


How Does Government Affect Me?

Internet Activity – Possible Answers

	
	Local
	State
	National

	School
	Most of the money for schools comes from the local government.
(Note that in Michigan, Prop A provides that locally collected taxes are sent to the state government which redistributes it to local districts)
	States give a certain amount of money to schools for each student.
	The federal government gives money for special projects.

	Transportation
	Pays for roads in towns and cities

Removes snow

Builds local subways and bus systems
	Builds and maintain state roads
	National Highway Traffic Safety       Administration
Builds and Maintains Interstate Highways

	Libraries
	Public libraries
	The website does not mention state libraries specifically but students may know that Michigan does have a State Library in Lansing.
	Library of Congress

	Police
	Local police officers
	State police patrol highways

Work with local police to enforce state laws
	Federal Bureau of Investigation

Federal marshals protect federal courts

	Parks
	Local parks
	State parks
	National Park Service

National Parks such as Grand Canyon


POWER PIECES

	Collecting

taxes
	Creating public schools
	Making

marriage laws

	Maintaining an army
	Establishing

post offices
	Printing money

	Establishing local governments
	Handling trade with other countries
	Borrowing

money

	Making

laws
	Issuing drivers’ licenses
	Declaring

war

	Handling trade within a state
	Making treaties with other countries
	Providing for the welfare of people
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What If? 

Group Activity Sheet

	What Might Happen If…
	Describe your group’s ideas here

	States could run their own post offices and make their own stamps
	

	States could declare war on another country
	

	States could make treaties with other countries
	

	Only the federal (national) government could tax the people
	

	Only the federal (national) government could make laws
	


Small Group Activity Chart

 How does the Federal Government Use Its Powers to Fulfill the Purposes of Government?
	Purpose of 

Government
	

	Power delegated to the Federal Government
	

	How this power helps the government fulfill this purpose
	


Small Group Activity Chart

 How does the Federal Government Use Its Powers to Fulfill the Purposes of Government?
Possible Answers
	Purpose of 

Government
	To provide for the common defense (common good)

	Power delegated to the Federal Government
	Providing an army and a navy

	How this power helps the government fulfill this purpose
	This power helps the federal government defend the people.


	Purpose of 

Government
	To insure domestic tranquility (manage conflict)

	Power delegated to the Federal Government
	To make and enforce laws

	How this power helps the government fulfill this purpose
	Laws help maintain order and minimize conflict.


	Purpose of 

Government
	Establishing justice

	Power delegated to the Federal Government
	Creating a court system

	How this power helps the government fulfill this purpose
	This power provides a fair court system where people can go if they think they have been treated unfairly.

















Making treaties with other counties














Providing for the welfare of people





Making laws





Borrowing money



























































Collecting taxes





Establishing


local governments





Issuing


drivers’ licenses





Making marriage laws

















Handling trade within a state





Creating public schools





Maintaining an army





Printing


money





Operating Post offices





Declaring


war





Federal


Government





State


Government





Handling trade with other countries





Shared Powers





Making laws


Enforcing laws


Taxing


Borrowing money


Building roads


Establishing courts


Providing for the health and welfare of people











POWER





Powers Reserved for the States


(Reserved Powers)





Overseeing trade within the state


Issuing licenses, e.g. driver’s licenses


Creating public schools


Making motor vehicle and traffic laws


Making laws regarding marriage and divorce














Powers Granted to the Federal Government


(Delegated Powers)





Printing money


Declaring war


Conducting foreign relations


Overseeing trade with other countries


Overseeing interstate trade


Making treaties


Providing an army and a navy


Establishing post offices
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