4th Grade United States Studies

SS040506
Unit 5:  Our Federal Government

Lesson 6
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 6, Unit 5

	· The people limit the power they delegate to the federal government through principles of separation of powers and checks and balances.
· Government is also limited by ten amendments to the Constitution called the Bill of Rights.

· The Bill of Rights serves to protect people’s individual rights such as freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and the right to a trial by jury.




Word Cards 

Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Constitution – Word Card #3 from Lesson 1

· Limited Government – Word Card #8 from Lesson 2

· Separation of Powers – Word Card #19 from Lesson 4

· Branches of Government – Word Card #20 from Lesson 4

· Checks and Balances – Word Card #29 from Lesson 5

	34
Bill of Rights

the first ten amendments, or additions, to the Constitution which give people important rights such as freedom of speech

Example:  The Bill of Rights is an important part of the Constitution.
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amendment
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a change, or addition, to the Constitution

Example:  Twenty-seven amendments have been added to the Constitution.

(SS040506)


	36
Individual rights

things an individual person is entitled to have or to do

Example:  Our constitution protects people’s rights to own property and to speak freely.
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Reviewing Limited Government
	
	What does this mean?
	How does this serve to limit government?

	Constitutional Government
	
	

	Republic
	
	

	Delegating and Reserving Powers
	
	

	Separation of Powers
	
	

	Checks and Balances
	
	


Reviewing Limited Government – Sample Answers
	
	What does this mean?
	How does this serve to limit government?

	Constitutional Government
	In a constitutional government the powers of the government are limited. It means that the government officials follow the rule of law.

	· Rule of law makes sure that the laws apply to everyone, even government officials. Nobody is above the law.

· It also prevents the rulers from acting randomly.


	Republic
	A republic is a government based on the idea of popular sovereignty – that the people hold the power of government

We have a representative government in our republic. The people choose representatives to make decisions for them.
	People can vote out their representatives (Senators, Representatives, and even the President) out of office if they do not like what they are doing.

	Delegating and Reserving Powers
	The government has only those powers that the people agree to give it.  The people give power to the federal government and the rest are reserved to the state or the people. 

	The federal government is limited to the powers the people give it in the constitution.  The people keep all of the powers not given to the government. Some of the powers given to the federal government are also shared with state governments. 

	Separation of Powers
	Dividing the powers of government among three groups or branches of government.  Each branch has a different function:  to make, enforce, or interpret the laws.
	This system helps prevent one branch from becoming too powerful. This limits the power of any one branch.

	Checks and Balances
	This system gives the branches of government a way to check each other’s use of power. For example, the legislative power of Congress is checked by the president through his veto power, and by the Supreme Court, which can declare the law unconstitutional.
	No branch can carry out its functions/powers without some cooperation from the other branches. The “checking power” is a way one branch of government can limit the power of the other branches of government. Checks and balances prevents one branch from becoming too powerful and abuse of power that might result if a single branch were in complete control.  



The Bill of Rights – Simplified Version
Amendment One guarantees freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom for people to get together peacefully, and freedom for people to send petitions to their government.

Amendment Two states that in order to have a prepared military, people are guaranteed the right to keep and bear arms.

Amendment Three states that the government cannot force people to house and feed soldiers in their homes during times of peace.

Amendment Four states that people, their homes or their belongings are protected from unreasonable searches or seizures. 

Amendment Five guarantees a person accused of a serious crime the right to be charged by a grand jury. It also states that people cannot be forced to give evidence against themselves. If a person is found not guilty of a crime, he/she cannot be put on trial for the same crime again. Finally, the federal government cannot unfairly take peoples’ lives, freedom, or property.

Amendment Six guarantees a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury if a person is accused of a crime. The accused person also has the right to be told what they are accused of and they have the right to a lawyer. They also have the right to see and to question those people who have accused them of the crime.

Amendment Seven guarantees a trial by jury in civil cases which are cases that involve a dispute between private parties or between the government and a private party.

Amendment Eight says that courts cannot use cruel or unusual punishment or set bail and fines that are too high.

Amendment Nine states that the people have other rights that are not stated here.

Amendment Ten states that the people have all the rights not given to the United States government or forbidden to state governments by the U.S. Constitution.

In Your Own Words
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The Bill of Rights

Reference Sheet

	AMENDMENT
	RIGHTS

	1
	freedom of religion

freedom of speech

freedom of the press

freedom of assembly
freedom of petition

	2
	right to carry arms, or weapons

	3
	don’t have to give food or your home to soldiers during peace times

	4
	government cannot search property without good reason

	5 – 8
	Due process of law which means: 

· right to a fair, public trial

· a person does not have to speak against himself/herself in a trial

· right to a lawyer to speak for them

· cannot be put on trial twice for the same crime

· cannot be given cruel or unusual punishment

	9
	People have rights that are not listed in detail in the Constitution.

	10
	As a final protection, the federal government can do only those things listed in the Constitution. All other authority belongs to the states or to the people.


Scenarios
The Town Council of the city of Mapleton recently closed a popular park along a river. The Council claimed the town did not have enough money to maintain the park. Many people in the town of Mapleton were angry about the Town Council’s decision. They held a rally in the park and held up signs saying “The Town Council Stinks!” and “The Town Council is a Bunch of Losers.” The mayor of Mapleton had the police arrest anybody carrying a sign.

Herbert Jones, a policeman, was very angry when he noticed two large front windows of his house were cracked. He asked Mrs. Smith, his neighbor, if she had seen what happened. Mrs. Smith replied that she thought Ruby Walton, a teenager from down the street, had done the damage. According to Mrs. Smith, Ruby owned a sling shot and had once remarked that she did not like policemen. After hearing this Herbert Jones went to Ruby’s house and demanded to look for the slingshot. He found it in her bedroom with several small rocks. He arrested Ruby.

Ramsay Ricket was one of the meanest people in Bloomville. He insulted people, made faces at people, and did everything he could to make people miserable. He was caught throwing eggs at a school on Halloween. Several witnesses saw him. The eggs did a lot of damage including breaking four windows and staining a large sign on the front of the school. He was arrested right after the incident.  The mayor announced that since there were so many witnesses there was no need for a trial. He also stated that a trial would cost Bloomville money and Ramsay Ricket didn’t deserve to have any money spent on him.

Limiting the Government of Egbonia



The small country of Egbonia is governed by a President and a Council. According to the Egbonian Constitution, the Council is made up of the ten richest people in Egbonia. The President is chosen by the Council. The Constitution allows the President to make and enforce all the laws. The main roles of the Council are to choose the President and give him ideas for new laws.


According to the Constitution, a huge birthday party is held for the President each year. This year the President wanted it to be bigger than ever. Therefore, he wrote a new law requiring every citizen of Egbonia to donate five hundred dollars for the party plus a birthday cake. 


Many citizens were unhappy with the law and said it was unfair. The President responded that the Constitution gave him the power to make any law he wanted. To make sure citizens gave the money and birthday cake he wrote a second law. This law stated that anyone who did not pay the money and donate cake would be forced to leave the country and find another place to live.


The Council members told the President they didn’t want to give money or cake. He told them not to worry. The law was only for the rest of the citizens, not for them. They were all welcome to come to the birthday party and didn’t need to donate a thing!


Some citizens decided to protest these two new laws. They met outside the President’s mansion holding signs that said “The New Laws are Unfair!” The President had all these citizens arrested and put into jail. He told newspaper reporters covering the story that this was completely within his power. He read them a section from the Egbonian Constitution that stated that the President could arrest and jail any citizen who complained about him.


The birthday party was held at the President’s mansion and attended by the Council and twenty of the President’s closest friends. There were thousands of balloons, a huge feast, and hundreds of presents the President had bought for himself using the money given by citizens. The protesting citizens remained in jail for over three months. Fifty citizens were sent out of the country for failing to give money and birthday cake. 


The President had such a good time at his birthday party that he amended the Constitution to allow him to have three birthday parties each year.

Limiting the Government of Egbonia
	
	How could this be changed to limit the government of Egbonia?

	Egbonia is governed by a President and a Council.
	

	The council is made up of the ten richest people in Egbonia.
	

	The President is chosen by the Council.
	

	The President makes and enforces all the laws.
	

	The President can arrest and jail any citizen who complains about him.


	

	People who did not pay the money for the party and donate cake were forced to leave the country and find another place to live.


	

	The President can amend the Constitution.
	


Limiting the Government of Egbonia – Sample Answers
	
	How could this be changed to limit the government of Egbonia?

	Egbonia is governed by a President and a Council.
	Another branch of government could be added that would function as a judicial branch. 


	The council is made up of the ten richest people in Egbonia.
	The Council could be elected by the people.



	The President is chosen by the Council.
	The President could be elected by the people.

	The President makes and enforces all the laws.
	The Council could make the laws and the President could enforce them.

	The President can arrest and jail any citizen who complains about him.


	A Bill of Rights could be written for Egbonia that allows citizens freedom of speech.

	People who did not pay the money for the party and donate cake were forced to leave the country and find another place to live.


	A Bill of Rights could be written for Egbonia that would protect individual rights.

	The President can amend the Constitution.
	A process of checks and balances for amending the Constitution could be created. For example, the President could suggest an amendment and the Council could write it and citizens vote on it.
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