4th Grade United States Studies

SS040603
Unit 6:  Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship
Lesson 4
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 4, Unit 6

	1. People disagree about how to resolve public issues.

2. To understand these disagreements it is important to examine connections between core democratic values and the issues. 

3. Core democratic values often in conflict include the common good, equality, justice and freedom.



Word Cards 

Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Public Issue – Word Card #20 from Lesson 3
· Common Good – Word Card #10 from Lesson 2

· Justice – Word Card #12 from Lesson 2

	22
core democratic values

[image: image2.wmf]ideals and beliefs that people in America have in common and upon which our country is based
Example:  Freedom and fairness are examples of core democratic values. 
(SS040604)
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liberty

another word for freedom
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Example:  Liberty, or freedom, means you have the right to make choices and have your own ideas.

(SS040604)



	[image: image4.wmf]24
equality

equal treatment 

and equal protection

Example:  Equality means everyone in the class should have a chance to talk in a discussion.
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diversity

[image: image5.wmf]differences in things such as race, culture, age, and abilities
[image: image6.wmf]Example:  As Americans we value and respect diversity.
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informed decision

a decision that is based on information not just feelings

Example:  To make an informed decision you have to think carefully about a problem.
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Some Important Core Democratic Values

	Liberty/Freedom


	

	Justice


	

	The Common Good


	

	Equality


	

	Diversity


	


Some Important Core Democratic Values

	Liberty/Freedom


	· The freedom to make choices

· The freedom to believe what you want

· The freedom to have your own ideas 

· The freedom to choose your own friends

	Justice


	· This is the same as fairness 

· The idea that all people should be treated fairly

·  No person or group should be favored

	The Common Good


	· The good of the whole community

· People working together for the benefit of all



	Equality


	· Equal treatment

· Equal protection under the law

· Equal opportunity



	Diversity


	· Respect for variety in cultural background, race, beliefs, differences, etc.




Newspaper Article #1
Michigan House reignites smoking ban debate

by The Associated Press 

Tuesday September 23, 2008
LANSING -- The Michigan House is preparing for another vote on legislation to ban smoking in Michigan workplaces, including bars and restaurants.

But it isn't immediately clear Tuesday afternoon if the expected vote will break a stalemate over what should be covered in the legislation.

The Democrat-led chamber has supported legislation that carves out exemptions to the smoking ban for casinos, smoke shops and some other businesses. The Republican-led Senate has passed legislation to ban smoking at all workplaces.

Without a compromise, there will not be a change in Michigan law that now lets restaurants and bars set their own smoking rules.

The House is considering possible amendments to the legislation Tuesday.

Source:  Michigan House Reignites Smoking Ban Debate. Michigan News. 5 March 2009 <http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2008/09/michigan_house_reignites_smoki.html>.
Examining Different Positions on an Issue

Issue: Should Smoking be banned in all workplaces?
	Position on the Issue
	Core Democratic Value(s)

	It takes away people's choice. People have a choice of what they watch on TV, why shouldn't they have a choice of where they can go to smoke?


	

	It will help protect workers and families from harmful secondhand smoke and reduce long-term health care costs to the state and to businesses. 


	

	People should not be exposed to secondhand smoke in the places where they work. They can’t afford to quit their jobs so why should they have to endanger their lives just because of a smoker’s bad habits.


	

	Patrons of my bar know what they are dealing with when they come in here. People come in here because they choose to come in here. The people that don’t smoke, if they don’t want to come in and they don’t like to smoke, they don’t come in – and that’s their choice and they had a choice. Now, smokers don’t have a choice. Smokers are being treated unfairly. They are being treated differently than non-smokers.


	


Adapted from: Senate Okays Smoking Ban. Michigan News. 5 March 2009 <http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2008/05/senate_oks_smoking_ban_reactio.html>.
Examining Different Positions on an Issue
Sample Answers

Issue: Should Smoking be banned in all workplaces?
	Position on the Issue
	Core Democratic Value(s)

	It takes away people's choice. People have a choice of what they watch on TV, why shouldn't they have a choice of where they can go to smoke?


	Liberty/Freedom

	It will help protect workers and families from harmful secondhand smoke and reduce long-term health care costs to the state and to businesses. 


	Common Good

	People should not be exposed to secondhand smoke in the places where they work. They can’t afford to quit their jobs so why should they have to endanger their lives just because of a smoker’s bad habits.


	Justice

	Patrons of my bar know what they are dealing with when they come in here. People come in here because they choose to come in here. The people that don’t smoke, if they don’t’ want to come in and they don’t like to smoke, they don’t come in – and that’s their choice and they had a choice. Now, smokers don’t have a choice. Smokers are being treated unfairly. They are being treated differently than non-smokers.


	Equality
Justice


Looking at Both Sides of an Issue

Issue: Should water be diverted from the Great Lakes to dry places in other parts of the United States that need water?

Directions:  Describe a position on each side of this issue using a core democratic value.

	YES
	NO

	
	


Looking at Both Sides of an Issue

Sample Answers
Issue: Should water be diverted from the Great Lakes to dry places in other parts of the United States that need water?

Directions:  Describe a position on each side of this issue using a core democratic value.

	YES
	NO

	In the United States we believe in promoting the common good and looking out for the welfare of everybody. If people in one area need water, than it should be taken from another area so that people can survive. Water is important for survival.

	The Great Lakes are one of the most important resources for people in the Great Lakes region. People there depend on the lakes for water, transportation, energy, food and many other things. It is not fair to them to take water away from their region.
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Staying informed about public issues








Examining connections between core democratic values and the issues
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Popular


Sovereignty











Civic Responsibilities








Investigating background information and different points of view
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