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Unit 6:  Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship
Lesson 6

Graphic Organizer
	Examine information relating to the public issue



	

	

	Consider data relating to the public issue



	

	

	Consider how democratic values influence their position on the public issue.



	

	

	Make a decision on the public issue based on data, information, and core democratic values.



	

	

	Write your decision and give reasons for it.




Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 6, Unit 6

	1. It is important for citizens to make informed decisions about public issues.
2. To make an informed decision, citizens should examine different resolutions of the issue.

3. To make an informed decision, citizens should explore data and other sources of information relating to the issue.

4. To make an informed decision, citizens should also consider how core democratic values influence their position on the issue.

5. Finally, citizens should make a persuasive and reasoned argument to support their position on a public issue.




Word Cards 

Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Public Issue – Word Card #20 from Lesson 3
· Core Democratic Values – Word Card #22 from Lesson 4

· Informed Decision – Word Card #26 from Lesson 4
Information on the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Law

"Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act Signed Into Law"
September 2, 2008
by Josh Johanningmeier and Adam C. Briggs


Last month, President George W. Bush signed into law the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 (“CPSIA”), the most sweeping consumer product safety law enacted in the United States in over 30 years. Passed by strong majorities in both the House and the Senate, CPSIA significantly expands government monitoring and enforcement authority at the federal and state levels and imposes many new product safety restrictions on businesses. While many of the key provisions will not become effective for several months, it is not too soon to identify the many ways in which the new law will affect consumer product manufacturers, importers, distributors and retailers. 

Stronger Government Enforcement and Stiffer Penalties 

The strongest indication that Congress intends CPSIA to be an unprecedented expansion of product safety enforcement activity is the new law’s drastic increase in Consumer Product Safety Commission (“CPSC”) funding. Under the CPSIA, CPSC funding is expected to more than double in the next six years, allowing the CPSC to add more employees and increase enforcement activity. The CPSIA also expands independent, state-level enforcement activity. State Attorneys General have new authority under CPSIA to initiate legal actions in federal courts relating to product safety. The CPSIA will also bring much stiffer penalties for violations of both pre-existing and new requirements. Civil penalties, for example, are to be increased over tenfold, to $100,000 per violation, and the overall cap on penalties will increase to $15 million.

New Restrictions on Children’s Products 

CPSIA focuses heavily on products for or related to children and imposes an array of new requirements on businesses dealing in these products.


Lead Restrictions 
CPSIA mandates that lead content in children’s products and toys be reduced to:

· No more than 600 parts per million by February 10, 2009;  

· No more than 300 parts per million by August 14, 2009; and 

· No more than 100 parts per million by August 14, 2011.


Rules and Testing Requirements 
New testing requirements will soon become operative after the CPSC issues new accreditation and testing standards for certain product categories. Manufacturers must now certify, upon completion of accredited, third-party testing, that all their products comply with all product safety requirements. New requirements for lead paint can be expected by September 13, 2008, for cribs and pacifiers by October 13, 2008, for small parts by November 12, 2008, for children’s metal jewelry by December 12, 2008, for baby bouncers, walkers, and jumpers by March 13, 2009, and for all other children’s products by June 14, 2009.

New Import/Export Rules 
The new law’s import/export provisions include self-certification requirements on businesses importing consumer products subject to any CPSC rule, ban, standard, or regulation, as well as increased cooperation between CPSC and U.S. Customs. Exports of recalled, non-conforming, and/or banned products are also prohibited under CPSIA.


Conclusion 

CPSIA is the most far-reaching consumer protection law enacted in decades. By expanding both federal and state government enforcement power, imposing new restrictions on manufacturers, importers, distributors, and retailers, and increasing penalties, CPSIA has created a long list of new obligations and risks for any business involved in the sale of consumer products.
Adapted from: "Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act Signed Into Law". 9 March 2009 <http://www.gklaw.com/publication.cfm?publication_id=750>. 

Newspaper Article
Handcrafted toy makers fear new lead paint law

Marcus Wohlsen ASSOCIATED PRESS
Thursday, December 25, 2008 

SAN FRANCISCO | Worries over lead paint in mass-market toys made the holidays a little brighter for handcrafted toy makers last year, but now the federal government's response to the scare has some workshops fearful that this Christmas might be their last. 

Without changes to strict new safety rules, they say, mom-and-pop toy makers and retailers could be forced to conduct testing and labeling they can't afford, even if they use materials as safe as unfinished wood, organic cotton and beeswax. 

"It's ironic that the companies who never violated the public trust, who have already operated with integrity, are the ones being threatened," said Julia Chen, owner of the Playstore in Palo Alto, which specializes in wooden and organic playthings. 

Lead paint spurred the recall of 45 million toys last year, mostly made in China for larger manufacturers. Parents flocked to stores like the Playstore in the recall's aftermath searching for safer alternatives. 

Lawmakers also responded. In August, President Bush imposed the world's strictest lead ban in products for children 12 or younger by signing the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act. 

Small toy makers strongly back the restrictions in the bill, which they say reflect voluntary standards they have long observed to keep harmful substances out of toys. But they never thought their products would also be considered a threat. 

Under the law, all children's products must be tested for lead and other harmful substances. Toy makers are required to pay a third-party lab for the testing and to put tracking labels on all toys to show when and where they were made. 

Those requirements make sense for a multinational toy manufacturer churning out thousands of plastic toys on an overseas assembly line, said Dan Marshall, co-owner of Peapods Natural Toys and Baby Care in St. Paul, Minn. 

But a business that makes, for example, a few hundred handcrafted wooden baby rattles each year cannot afford to pay up to $4,000 per product for testing, a price some toy makers have been quoted, he said. 

Mr. Marshall and nearly 100 other toy stores and makers have formed the Handmade Toy Alliance to ask Congress and the federal agency that enforces the law to exempt small toy companies or those that make toys entirely within the U.S. from testing and labeling rules. 

Adapted from: “Handcrafted Toy Makers Fear New Lead Paint Law”. 9 March 2009 <http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/dec/25/handcrafted-toy-makers-fear-new-lead-paint-law/>.

Writing Plan
The Issue:   Should small toy companies within the U.S. be exempt from the testing and labeling rules of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act?
My decision:    _____yes

_____no
My reference to data:

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
My connection to a core democratic value:

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
My reasons:

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Sample Essays

Essay #1

     I think small toymakers and companies that make toys just within the U.S. should be exempt from the labeling and testing rules because they might go out of business. But I also feel that the rules should apply to all companies because I don’t want there to be any chance of lead in toys. So, maybe they shouldn’t be exempt.

Essay #2

     I think all toy companies should have to obey the rules on labeling and testing because it would be the right thing to do. Plus, I read some data that said the rules are needed. It seems to be the fair thing to do and it will help our freedom.

Essay #3

   Lead paint in toys is a terrible thing. It can kill children or make them very sick. We had a very big problem with lead paint in toys a couple of years ago. It is a good thing that we have a new law so toy makers can’t put lead in toys.

Essay Review
Check off the parts that you found in the essay:


_____ A position statement


_____ At least two reasons


_____ A reference to data


_____ A core democratic value connection


_____ A concluding sentence

My favorite part of your essay was:

A question I have about your essay is:

Something I might change in your essay is:

I liked your essay because:

Reviewed by: ______________________________




























































































































































Michigan Citizenship Collaborative Curriculum
 
Page 1 of 10 

www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org 

July 21, 2009

